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IN   Tin^ 

LAND   OF    DEATH 


of 

i;l,M\MlN     VAll'-noN 


l-XNV   1  IMl'ri'O 


I'KLIAIUK^     NUlt 


-pil!       ,,,,!,,„    ,,l    III,      nioNin-     I'-'U'  -    win.  Ii    t"ll"«, 
1     '  M,,„.irut      l'...ii.num     \,.ll.ilon      i^     .i     Swiss 
„o^.l,st     of     roii^ulrraUlr     rrpuMlw.n     not     only     u, 
,„s    o.n    n.uMtrv,    Wu.    aUo   u,    IVan...      IL"    is-;' 
,^„,,„,,,„    ,„    Kn.land,  t..r  ....    hn^Hsl.  .■<ln...n   of   h.. 
(■en:,\'»  I'ens.  I'^lfen,!  ua.   i-^sued    -,.,.     t,„.r  ago 
,,„arrthrt.ll.   ot   /'.//././/..'/-////'    ",/.   ,ll.-...rnM,.n), 
,H„1  wat,  w.ll  r.M.u.-,l  ,„  ihr  I'l-- 

II,.  uas  horn  at  <mxo„  ..  i.^77  F*-""^  '^'^^ 
^,,,1  ,s.,ol..stua>ccla'  ,1,  rn.v.TsnvolIau.anu.. 
,„  ,,)oo  h.'  took  a  coursr  at  -he  Sorl.^mnr  and  m 
U,..  .an,,  v.ar  Wc.uu-  ,.  ...uh-r  ..t  Mulh^us.,  u, 
Alsac.  whVro  lu-  ,vn..u,..-l  u..t.l  xW  yra.'  .9.0. 
Duri,.-  this  t.n.r  hr  had  ...a..y  opportunnfs  of 
..h.rrru.g  the  .■il.cl  of  r,rr,n;,i.  nil.-  „.  the  com,u^  r.d 

provn.ro,  .i.ul  h.  retur.w-l  to  I.,.u...nn.'  with  a 
:.p,Ur.love  h.r  hr.u.r.-  and  a  deep.-.-  atlachmrnt  to 
Thr  trr.-  drmonai.r  nislUulious  ot  h.s  own  roantrv. 
|„  ,hr  nu-anl.mr  novrls  and  short  >kctrh,s  had 
begun  .0  appear  f.on.  h,.  pen.  M  \allotton  was 
HI  fust  part.eularU  suee.  >tuluuh  sk.tehe>oi  nnh- 
(Hrvhfc       An.onii   h.-    most   popular  novels   maybe 

,ane  rottant  (  .  O' .4  •  '^""^'^''''-  '''''''""  "''""" 
(,goS^  aud  A./  /■'"ut//r  Profit  (.(,oS,  Nshuh  .atlcT 
secured  hnn  the  I'rix  jouy  of  the  hrench  Academy 
and    uas   .ucce..lully  d.an.al,.ed    m    ihe    foUuw.nt; 


IV 


rNI'.l-ATOh'Y   XUTE. 


yt-,ir  III  1015  Ce  i/u'eii  pt'iisr  Puttenit  was  puhllsiicd 
and  had  a  i^'rcat  ^uia  (--s. 

DiiriiiM  til,,  first  moiulis  of  the  war  M.  X'allotton 
visited  the  I'lt-nch  front  and  saw  sonict  hini^f  of  tlic 
wanton  ilcstruclion  carried  out  bv  the  ( jernian 
.\rmit:s  in  iheir  attem]:)t  to  crush  the  spirit  of 
1" ranee.  He  (h'scribt'd  his  impressions  in  a  series 
of  elocnienl  ailicles  wiiich  were  published  in  the 
(uiccttc  lie  Lausanne  and  afierwards  re-issued  in 
book  form  under  the  title  of  A  f ravers  la  France  en 
(liter re.  'I'he  present  \olunie  is  a  continuation  oi 
these  nnpre-s'ons,  which  oriuinally  appeared  in  the 
Cia~ette  dc  f.ansanne  during-  April  and  Max,   1917. 

M.  \'allotton  is  a  citi/eii  of  a  neutral  Staie,  hut 
that  he  completely  realises  the  absolute  iinpo^sibilitv, 
at  least  tor  anyore  who  has  seen  what  he  describes. 
ol  .'  ly  Sort  ol  moral  neiitralit  \-,  is  |)ro\cd  1)\-  the 
lolKjwiuij;  passage  which  we  may  extract  from  the 
work  ./  trarers  la  I'ranee  en  (inerre  : — 

"  II  iheiv  exi4s  ;in\wlicre  ;i  ceriniii  i:(ince|ition  of 
lUMilialily  which  ex.uu  iIkU  we  sliall  keep  silence  .ifier 
ha\in,L,^  (i.iv  after  day  ( ontenipl.itcd  a  coiintrv  rulhles^K 
r.i.agei].  after  haviiu;  lieaiii  the  sohs  of  ih  isewiin  wepi  fcir 
parents  who  liad  hi-eu  slmi,  ..f  those  ai  tlie  inercv  of  bnii.il 
.iiunl.en  soldiers,  «e  enleri.iin  toi  -iich  ,;  !i'"iir.iliie  nn;iiin" 
■hoit  of  lontempi, 

"As  a  S\vi'-^  I  leariic-d  h<  imr  Hlien\.  U  1^.  thcielnre, 
in  ,iiy  ch.ii.uter  of  .S\vi-^  thai  ihc  vic1(h\  of  l''r,incc  and 
Kti,i,dan(i  will  lill  nie  witii  joy.  No;  10  ■,\mp,uhi^e  with  lims,' 
who  struggle  for  right  is  to  prepare  the  niisfmtune,  the  ruin 
of  sin.iM  nation-.      I.n  ri^lii  triumph  and  the\  will  live." 
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What    They    are    Sayinft 


""111',     !r,(ii\     iiMVo     i»n     lliiMU^h     tlif     I'.iiii 


aiiil 


darkiw-^^.  tlic  onlv  train  that  we  can  takr 
>\ncf  ciial  hi-ramir;  so  scarre^.  Mif  \rv\  ((iniddrs 
art-  full  i)t  ptMiple.  Kor  t-Ncry  live  Iraxfllcr-.  wlm  i;c! 
out  at  a  station  of  wiiiili  a  dull  voice  droiU'S  'lut  thr 
nain>',  twenty  i  a  hers  flight  their  \\\i\  in.  One  would 
liiink  it  impossible  to  add  to  i>ur  nuirihers,  \  et ,  with 
ilie  help  of  a  hltle  i^ood  teiiipei,  the  miracle  hap[)ens 
leu  limes  durini;  the  night. 

And  the  train  moves  on  with  Its  human  freight, 
halts  between  stations,  sl.irts  at^'am.and  a^ain  ci>mes 
to  a  st-Tj).  The  rain  falls  ceaselessly,  drumming 
mournfullv  ovtfr  our  heads. 

Suddenlv  a  voire  says  : 

•'  We're  two  hours  and  twenlv  minutes  late." 

And  an  old  genlleman  answers  : 

"  The  dav  before  vesterday  it  was  three  hi>urs 
and  fortv  minutes." 

■'  Bah  '  So  long  as  we  get  there  !  .After  all  it's 
belter  than  in  the  trenches." 

These  words  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
companv,  and  three  soldiers,  who  have  been  sleeping 
with  their  kil  bags  on  tluir  knees,  wake  up.  (Jue 
l»4 
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In   it    tliert^  arc 
"  Vou  mean  thai 


of  ihi-in  IS  a  trrMi.-iul..  i^  h  llo-.v  with  a  r:iilif-r  dazed 
e\|)tv-si()ii,  Aiioih.T  i~.  a  i-<--ervi-~i  with  drhcatelv- 
foniicd  teaiurcs.  'l"h(;  tliird  'S  an  iiiiinitahle  colonial, 
with  narrow  torchcad,  point, -d  nose,  mouth  mado  for 
rh.'drm^,  and  black  h-Mvily-droopini,'  moustache, 
whudi  lends  a  comical  air  of  inelanchuly  to  his  slv 
physioifnomy. 

"  (ioint;  l>ack  ?"  the  reservist  asks  the  colonial. 
"Yes.      And  you  two?" 

"  .\o.  They've  done  with  us  for  the  present. 
We're  hein_i(  patched  up  ai4aMi  and  are  goinj^  to 
another  hospital." 

"  What  did  you  i^^et  ?  " 
The    i^iant    lakes    off    his    cap. 
two  neat,  round  holes. 

I  he  coionial's  eves  ij;row  biu;. 
you've  had  a  hullei  ihroii^di  vour  skull?"  he  cries. 
"  Sure  enoutjh,"  says  the  other. 
"  And  you're  not  dead  ?  " 
"  Not  f,  3ince  I'm  here." 
"  You're  not  pulling  my  leg  ?  '' 
"  Feel  for  yourself." 

Like  Doubting  Thomas,  the  colonial  feels.  Then 
he  gives  a  long  whistle  and  is  silent.  Suddenly  he 
says  : 

"  You  were  born  lucky." 

The  old  gentlem.ui  amiablv  asks  how  it  happened 
"Ah,"  he  is  told,  "that  sort  of  thing  comes 
when  one  is  too  tairious.  One  evening,  in  the 
tnnches,  I  took  the  fancy  to  have  a  look  roui'd.  1 
climbed  up  on  the  steps  and  showed  the  top  of  my 
hi-.id.  Znn  !  1  didn't  have  long  to  wait,  1  can 
promise  yua.     The   Icilow  opposite  had  sharp  eyes. 
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It  was  just  like  a  \^  ick  froin  a  club.  It  st  cm^  that 
I  just  sat  down  and  said  :  '  The  dirtv  dog  !  '  So  the 
others  tell  me.  They  took  me  to  the  field  hospital, 
they  shaved  my  head,  they  trepanned  me,  as  they 
call  it — and  there  I  was  !  " 

"And  you  are  quite  well  again?"  asks  the  (jld 
gentleman  kindly. 

"That  depends.  Sometim(;s  my  head  achi's  fit 
to  split;  at  other  times,  when  I'm  walking,  (.very- 
thing  suddenly  goes  round  and  round.  Then  there's 
onlv  one  thing  to  do — lie  down  flat  on  your  stomaeh. 
.A.nd  quii-klv  loo.  Then  it  goes  off  again.  Well, 
well  !  It's  no  good  W(>rrving  I  Besides,  a  bullet 
through  the  skull — that's  mU  a  thing  that  happens 
to  everyone.  But  it  s  a  fainilv  tailing.  My  brother 
now,  it  happened  to  him  too  -in  C'hampagne.  Only 
he  died  of  it,  he  did." 

A.>  lor  the  reservist,  he  has  dont-  his  twrntv-nine 
months  at  the  front  wuhout  a  scratch,  right  up  to 
the  capture  of  the  Cote  du  Poivre,  in  December, 
1 916.  by  the  Passaga  Division. 

"  We  left  the  trenches,"  he  tells  us,  "  and  ran 
forward,  shouting.  All  went  well.  The  Boches 
were  so  stunned  by  the  bombardment  that  there  was 
nothing  to  be  seen  but  hands  in  the  air.  We 
gathered  eleven  thousand  like  ripe  plums.  Yes, 
everything  was  over  and  dom^  with  and  we  wr-rr 
already  laughing  and  joking,  when  I  got  a  bullet  in 
the  elbow.  For  the  moment  I  telt  nothing  at  all, 
(mly  a  little  prick.  'Now  then,'  said  I,  'none  of 
your  nonsense.'  Ten  i^iinutes  later  I  was  in  such 
pain  as  I  had  ntn-er  thought  there  could  be.  My 
arm  was  like  your  thigh,  saving  your  presence.     And 
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\\v  nam  w  i--  niiiiiin.;  llimu'^h  inv  l)ic!<  and  stal)hmL; 
nil'  111  llir  licad  a>  il  Id  !iad  lln-  l)a(d<  ot  it  sinaslird 
Till  y  pii'kfd  nil-  up  and  I  cani''  tn  llu-  licld  liospini 
with  a  man  wlic  had  (Mi1\-  one  ir^  left  him.  Mr  \va> 
(lead  '  I'oDf  lad.'  ^.iid  the  ma)o|-  to  hiin,  '  you  ve 
iloiic  hadiv  tor  xouimII.'  In  ih.'  hospital  ihrv 
srwid  me  up  .tnd  luini-d  tot  the  niuscli-s  wiih 
pill,-,  I-,  \iid  thc\-  mad''  oui  liial  I  could  nio\,'  my 
hand  ai.'aiii,  '  Xoi.  perha|)s,  --o  a>  to  ht'ionii'  a 
piani^i,  as  tiic  iinior  toUl  mc,  '  l)ut  wi-ll  ciioui^h  to 
slirk  a  fm^cr  m  vour  eve. 

When  i'   came  to  the-  colonial's  turn  he  modestly 
excu'-'il  hnnsfit. 

"  (  )h,  I'nc  II  )iliinij;  ,h1  all  — ".  )thiiii;  to  speak  of. 
\  hill  in  till'  hirr  i^,  Thai's  a  thin^  to  stu  k  a 
hii  ot  sott  hi'-. id  on  and  ihmk  no  more  .ihout  And 
'iii'ti  — jusl  thrri'  lO(>s  tro/.cn  on  mv  lett  toot.  Thi-v 
•ul  tlu'iii  oft  lor  me  It  I  was  a  llddlcr  that  mi^ht 
lir  trnuhli'sonn'  now  ind  tlu'ii  ;  Init  tor  a  farprnlt^r — 
It'-  nothiiii^.  *)!i,  I  rant  boast  ,'il)oul  my  wounds. 
^■olllln^  at  all.      Nothm- 

l-'or  a  tew      ionifuts  they  talk  hi^r'utiii^ 
"  'I  hr  rillr  >  no  i^ood  any  lonorr." 
"   I'h.it's   so.       Xhi'.ui   as   usriul    as    a    tishiui^-rofi 
You  toll  mlo  ,i  dill  h.  and  there  it  is    -c(~trked  up,  with 
rarih,    it     not     with     mud.      Out     of    fifty    rifles,    in 
,in    all.     k    uhiMi     'iiic  has   to    cross   sin  11-hoIcs  and 
|,i;i,     111    tluMii     then''--    not    oiv    that    will    rtre   after 
iwo     mimiti  ■-        Nol     oiif.    \'ou    understand         W'hv. 
il-|i^i,      ,iM'     main     men     who     (ion't     ey;f\^    ,  .nr\'     ihi 

;  hm^s. 

'There's   noth  iw   of   any    use   except    ih'     homh 
,1111.1  llu:  n  yoK'T  and  ihr  ma(diini--;L;aii        1  iir  l)oml>'^ 
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i;rc.it.  Oil!"  i;,k,'->  as  iii.idv  as  on  plrascs.  and  thru 
— zim  '  and  bconi!  Oh,  it's  a  i^ri-al  weapon.  The 
man  who  kn<iw>  flow  to  throw  it — -I  nn-an  throw 
it  properK' — \u'  can  do  sonifthing  worth  while." 

"  As  for  nic,"  savs  the  rrscrvist  thoui/iiltullv,  ''  I 
have'  no  love  tor  the  ba\dnel.  To  hiifin  with,  when 
\-ou  uso  it  voLi  ,ire  face  to  lace  with  vour  man.  It 
is  a  persona!  .'ffair.  Yes,  vou  kill  a  man.  W'lule 
with  a  bomb,  you  throw  it  from  ,i  di>t,ance  and  with 
luck  voii  do  for  three  or  four.  And  it  is  as  if  you 
hadn't  kiilerl  aiiyi>ne." 

Thev  cease  their  talk  and  go  to  sleep,  all  but  the 
Cok)nial,  who  is  now  giving  a  lady  an  account  or 
the  lour  th;it  he  m.ide  in  Switze-rland  betore  the  w.ir. 
One  thing  in  particular  rem.iius  with  him  --Mont 
Solei!,  near  S.iint  limer. 

"  Nothing  could  l)e  prettier  Mont  Blanc,  thirty 
kilometres  awav,  m.idam ;  and  ijiute  little,  like  a 
silver  star.  And  mountains!  more  mouniains  than 
vou  can  think.  But  one  ought  to  be  there  in 
August.  At  any  other  time  \'ou're  chm-dicp  m  the 
snow.  But  m  August  vou  ha\'e  the  forest,  the 
incmntains,  the  pastures,  the  cattle.  Nothing  could 
be  prettier.      Nothing." 

Exhausted  bv  this  poetical  excursion  the  colonial 
in  his  lurn  drowses  oft,  with  his  head  on  his 
kit-bag. 

In  the  silence  two  women  in  mourning  exchange 
whi^l)ered  conlidences.      One  hears: 

"  Yes  !   Two  sons." 

"  How  long  ago  ?" 

"  Tlie  second,  three  months.  The  first  in  !()14. 
were  Iweiily-iour  and  twenty  years  old." 
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's  horrible." 

"  Yes  1  it's  horrible.  Where  is  there  a  iamily  that 
docs  not  grieve  for  someone?" 

They  speak  still  more  softly. 

In  the  ne.xt  compartment  some  yount^  .i^'^ls  are 
saying  thai  thev  are  coming  home  from  Lausanne, 
whiT'-  their  falh'-r,  an  oiiicer,  is  interned,  after  being 
twenty-five  months  a  prisoner.      Someom^  asks: 

"  I  h"pe  you  did  not  find  hmi  too  much  altered  ?  ' 

'  Oh  '   he  was  verv  thin.     And  he  coughs." 

"  You  like  Lausaime?" 

"  It's  a  prrtty,  clean  place;  but  it's  too  hilly." 

in  aiiiMhcr  compartment  ten  childnMi  arc  crowded 
togrihcr,  liltle  girls  and  bovs  between  seven  and 
twelve  vcars  old,  sent  away  from  the  villages  of  the 
Somnie,  through  Switzerland.  Each  has  a  ticket 
pinned  on  to  his  or  her  breast,  with  an  address. 
Thev  ar(^  all  going  to  Paris.  And  thev  chatter 
awav  like  sparrows  when  the  sun  is  coming  up  ;  they 
tickle  one  another  and  laugh.  P"rom  the  Somme,  by 
way  of  Carlsruhe,  Schai^hausen,  and  Geneva,  to 
Paris— -what  a  journey  !  And  they  are  always 
saying  :  "  Gut  /"  "  schlechf  '  "  "  genug  !  "  and  then 
thev  burst  out  laughing.  And  they  treat  one  another 
lik'    (Termans — (iermans  tour  feet  high. 

•'  Where's  your  fat!  er  ?  " 

'•  Don't  know." 

''  And  your  mother  ?" 

"  Don't  know." 

"  They  took  my  father  away," 

"Where  to?" 
'  Don  I  know.     They  took  him  away." 
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A  iittir  r.isr.il,  the  l)i-i;^rh  ot  si\pcn'Mi  i  ii  vtt 
coppers,  aiiiii  unices  : 

'' We  wiTcii  1  .ifr.iifl  of  the  f'oclics.  Tln-v  s.iid  to 
US:  '  \  ou  (it-rniaiis.'  And  we  answrrrd  lh<n»- 
'  You  F^'it-nchmen.' 

"  Wert'  yuu  hungry  ?  " 

"  Now  and  then." 

"  Who  g;ive  you  your  food?" 

"  The  AmtTicans.  But  soiiu'times  the  Boches 
lielped  th(Miiselvcs 

"  Were  any  of  the  (iennans  kind  to  you  ?  " 

"  Sometiiiit'S.  " 

And  thr  oldt'st  of  them  explains  volnMv  '  The 
worst  are  the  Saxons  and  the  f^iussi.ms  And  all 
the  olticiT;,.  riiert;  are  some  i(ood  lello\ys  among 
the  Bavarians." 

"  Well,  you're  happy  now?" 

"  I  helieye  you  !      We're  ,i,nting  to  Paris." 

The  ticket  collector  appears. 

"  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  tickets,  if  vou  please." 
To  the  children  he  says:  "Are  you  all  right,  \ou 
young  ones  ?  Are  you  being  good?  That's  right  ! 
Stick  to  it." 

But  the  colonial's  ticket  is  not  in  order,  and 
he  must  find  thirty-five  eentimes.  \\\(\  although 
the  old  gentleman  has  at  once  paid  what  is  required, 
that  is  not  the  end  of  the  discussion. 

"  All  the  same,"  the  colonial  repeats,  "  it's  hard 
luck.  To  risk  one's  kin  every  day,  aiii  foi- 
nothing,  as  vou  might  say,  and  then  to  have 
to  pav  st-ven  sous.  It's  in  the  tirst  class,  uah 
the  young  ladies  of  the  Opera,  that  we  ought  to 
travel." 
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"  Mv  In.  11(1,"  rf|)lii->   ihr  fickel   collector  gcnllv, 
I   .ini    lilLy  )c■.u•^  old,  ainl   I'v.    t)i-cn  thirtv  vrnrs  oil 


till-   railway.      And   th<'   oiIk 
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an  irr(';^iilani  \'  m  okI.-i  in  do  a  iiirn  lo  a  soldier  likt- 
\'<iiirscll,  I  u,,t  irxir  d,i\v  iinpri^ciiMiiMit,  .\l  iiivai][e! 
Voa  ii!ii>l  a[)|)K  to  liic  iiiiliiarv  aai  ii.  )•  ii  i.'S.  I  have 
my  orders," 

IhiwrifK  d  \\\v  cclcnial  rrpcats  :  '■  It's  hard  lu'k. 
•dl  the  ^aiih-  ID  s(dl  \(Uii  ^kiii  tor  iiniliiin.j  and 
lluii  to  lia\'-  lo  |),i\-  >fvrn  soun." 

I  can  I  (k  1  ,in\  I  innL;,  inv  Irirnd." 
I    hi-^    \(uii    piidon.      Yoi!    can   at    l<-ast   admit 
ihat  'f's  hard  lurk 

"  Sin.-K  .  ->ur('lv." 

"  Tli-'n    ill  lis  all   nijht." 

A  stalKJii  J  liK-c  hoiu's  lo  wait,  for  \\t>  must  It-t 
tht-  cxpr.-ss  -o  by,  and.it  is  still  the  devil  of  a  uav 
off.  We  all  crowd  into  a  waitinu^-rooni,  wlier.-  liftv 
■olflicrs  ar(^  sleepint^  flat  on  ilir  tloor.  Sonu-otli(  rs, 
with  thiir  h,and>  hcUl  ()ui  towards  a  roaiing  >tove, 
talk  toL;ftliiT  in  a  low   x'oice 

"  Sr\,nt.-t'n  lads,  thai  time,  killed  by  a  shell. 
Se\t  iiieen  !  " 

"  i  saw  iwenl\-one  done  for  at  a  Mow.  once,  at 
Verdnn.  W  .-  made  a  heap  o!  thmi  lo  cjet  our 
food  b<diii,d  thcin.  Tho-e  sume  u,-iii  on  tirin^;  op 
lis  all  the  tune.  But  one  must  be  in  pi  ,;ce  lo  eat 
one  s  lood  ! 

A  railway  man  crosses  the  room  ihroui.di  the 
foi;  of  smoke,  carrvinu  a  dinily-i.iurnini^  lantern.  He 
slt'ps  over  the  soldn-rs  wlio  arr  aslci/p  on  the  tloor. 
Ou:  in  ili.-  niidt'  an  oiu^r,,,,.  uhistl.-^  doliMullv. 

"(^ii,  di\    up!    '  cries  a  ,'oua\  e  aui;i  ily. 
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"  S.  >,  .111.  f-n  at  a  \iy,  S.  al  tri.-.l  ill  aniuiid!" 
rt-[)fal.->  till'  in  iii  ulio  ^ils  bv  the  stove. 

"  Aiiil  1  -I  >,.u  ivvcntv-oiiM  laid  out  Uy  a  single 
■-hill.       1  w.'iit  v-nm-' '  "  rrplii-s  lii^-  oiiicr. 

Their  \oices  drone  throui;li  th'  >iiMk.-.  Snores 
rise  froiii  the  planks.  \\v\v  ami  tli.ac  a  hi-, id  is 
raised 

"Will  that  ciii^.'d  trau!  iiev^r  (  "iiie  J  " 

I  he   .vp.css   ihmider-^    p.e^l.      A    bla/.e    of    lii^'lit 
lh''ia';h  i r.-aihles.      The  windows  shakt-'  ,iiid  |iiij;|e 
111     ihe    piuiv    of    their    Iraiiie-,.      \V>'    w .\\\    on.      VVt' 
\a\vii. 

"  Whet.--  i^  r',(»,|  111  all  I  Ills '^"  si^hs  an  Alpin. 

rill'  man  (i>iii.'>  hack  \\:ih  his  limp  lie  i>alls 
■'111  -^om,'!  iniii^,  rii.il  \\'r  .ill  'U-\  up  and  s.-i/.-  our 
ha-i;  i^e.  riu-  sl.'epi-rs  tear  I  hcinst'lves  liom  ihr 
dehohi',  ot  the  HooiKiir;  (liev  |)ut  Oil  tlu'ir  r,i[)s  ,ind 
^o  out  on  to  the  platlorin,  sia'^gering  wiHi  slec'). 
In  the  tree/in;^  train  each  ot  us  finds  a  place  and 
do/es  oft' — the  colonial,  the  resi/rvist,  the  iriant  with 
the  perforated  rap,  the  lu. >  women  in  moiirniiif^,  th^ 
rie;ht  children  with  their  tickets,  toijether  with  the 
white-headed  soldier.->  and  the  soldiers  with  be.irdless 
ctniis  'vho  are  corniiii;/  back  from  the  pl.ni  where 
vw^w  are  dyiny.  \  whistle,  'riniisiin^  on  into  the 
wet  niirht,  the  train  carries  away  itb  bunlen  of  L;Iorv 
ail'!  wretchedness. 


1. 


April,   1917. 


A    I    ''ill  ^pi'f'l.  in   thr   i^R^v  of  .-.irlv   in..rn:n^    our 
^^      nioiMi--,   ir     i^IkI.'s      ihroiij^li       <|rc[),nM      I'.in., 
ll'Nc    liid  llinc  ,1  t)()iiri^C(»is  m  In^    iii^lil -;^i  .w  n  draw- 
.i-i(|r   A    riiti.iiii,   i,'l,iiirc>   ,ii    ilir    >tr<Mini;i<'    skv   ,iiul 
>ili.i!;.'>  Ills  III-. 1(1  (li>,([)[)rn\  iii^lv 

\\  ■  |).ts>  itiroii^li  \ill,i^r,  iiidforosis  — rii,iiil illv, 
'111-  ri'll>  riiiiii  ot  wliMsf  I  h.itr.Mi  is  \-,'|  invisihlr  m  (lie 
v\al(  r  lit  I  111  l.iki's  ,  (  'iiTi|)iri/iir,  w  here  we  arc  s|i(.\mi 
the  s|Mii  ulicK  a  /i|)|)flin  craslird  dnwn  with  ils 
i-ii;hlci  M  nivii,  l)iirniii>4  liki-  ion  lirs  ,  KilMcourl,  or 
r.iiliiM    ilu-  nulls  which  licar  ihat  naiin'. 

\\'(  hi\c  [xisscd  hcyoiui  the  old  Fr.Mich  lines, 
with  their  labvriiith  ot  tieiK  lies,  lln'ir  dui^f-outM,  their 
net u oiks  ot  barbed  wire,  and  now  we  are  in  the 
(icrmaii  liPes  redoubts,  c  ( miniunieat  ion  trenrhes 
and  otIuT  trenrhes  wherf  are  still  hea[ied  [iit^/es  of 
luniitnie  ih.il  \\A\v  been  taken  from  the  limises. 
k,\('!  vwliere  ,irr  si_i;ns  /■' nii^anr^,  Kcin  Aasrrnno 
Aflltli,;^^'.  I.rhriisge/dhr.  .\ii(l  evtMVwhire,  loo,  are 
[)oin  cd  stakes,  /;-,),7  s -</(•-/-',//',  I  /ir;'(/N  \-i/,'-f'/-i-,t:, 
'  nlani^ieiiKMit.s  (if  barbed  wire  so  riistv  th.it  thev 
show  bright  red  against  the  frozen  ground,  while  the 
i'^HMieh  wire  is  of  a  silviT  grey. 

We  go  down  into  a  dug-out,  several  yards  below- 
ground.  Here  we  hnd  some  hay,  a  coverlet  all  in 
holes,  a  candle  half  burned.  And  we  remember  with 
astonishment  that  men  have  li\ed  hidden  here 
during  thiri)    months,   that  in  these   tieiKhes  there 
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havr  b»*rn  (lr,„l  „u-n,  |,M,,k  ,,t  LI,..,,],  tlui  |..k.-.  ,,,u! 
lau^hf.-r  havr  ,rnn,-  up  imm   ilii>  pl.i,  ,•  .luiiiii;   h.-^rs 

Ol     ulK-neSS,     tll.t     hrlr     in.  11     h.ivf     ll>,-,|     .liuilio     th,- 

scorching'  Au^u.l  (l.^v^.  swct-t  days  .,(  iiutuinti  "  lav-. 
of  snow,  (lavs  yA  (nu,  ,I,iys  of  frff/in^r  wind,  davs  of 
warmth  wli,-n  spiuii,'  lia^cnn.  hack,  and  llus  durnii; 
one  ye.tr,  two  v<Mrs,  time  years. 

C)n.-   ni^dit    thrv    w.-nt    away.      ,\nd    altr,,dv    i  fu- 
'•artli   IS  lalliiii,'  m,  and  pools  of   wat.r  wli.r.-  rnhbi^h 
H'Mis    ar.^    fr.rmin^/.       Cartrid.^r    ,  asrs    an-    Mi,kni>( 
into   the  mud.      And  it    is   horiil)ly    sad,    this   runu-d 
soil,  when- trt'.-s  that  thr  ma.  hine-trun  has  ni.issacn-d 
show  their  wh.tc  wounds.      .\ot  a  hvinij  thin-,    not  a 
sound,      it    s.-.-nis   as  if  hrrt-   Dcnh    iiioiv  than  an\ - 
where,    holds    lu  i     -,w,i\        .And    oih     may    sit    in    an 
ohservation-post,   raise   one's    head   cle.if    ibov<'  the 
parapet,    examine   the    French    trench,    hardly    sixty- 
metres    away.       Machine-uuns,    rifles,    and    bombs, 
whose    shrill    music  once   filled   these   solitudes,    no 
longer  "react,"  as  one  of  our  guides  says.      There 
IS  nothing  now  but  this  grey  rain  that  comes  down 
so  quietly,  to  rust  a  little  more   deeply  these  barbed 
wires;    to   knead    this    mud    that    is    swrJIowing  up 
everything  that  man  has  left  behind  him  ;   to  bring 
together,   little    by    little,  the  lips  of    thes.-   wounds 
that   the  earth  has  received.      The  r.iin  drowns,  fills 
up,  levels,  abolishes.     And  the   men   who  will   ^'q,kk\^ 
here    a    few    months    hence    will     not     understand. 
"  What ! "  they  will  cry  scornfully,  "  rs  this  all  ?  " 

Ribecourt  ont:e  passed,  we  enter  the  territory 
that  has  been  won  back.  Very  surely  it  was  not  in 
a  good  lemperthat  thev  gave  it  up      The  telegraph- 
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roads  lit  l''ranci'.  At  the  crnss-mads  arc  craiiTs. 
Ill  ill.'  i)  -(is  ot  tli.'ir  !ra!i(|iiil  strca^is  \\m^  tall  hrid^jji-s 
li;^  nimiHl.  li  Is  w.ir.  Anv  arnn'  \\\  n-trrai  had 
doiir  ihc  !ik<-,  iliMa^li  (im-  trci-  cu!  down  oiii  oi  tMiir 
w'liiild  lia\r  -.(Tvrd  til'-  s  i;iif  |Hii'pi  >-^l■  (,f  i)l()(d<!ii^  the 
road. 

A     little     licfore    \V(^     n'arli     Xovon.     for    uimli 
kdi)iii(ti<'--     !ii<-    road     is    d.'-t;o\,d     i>lo\vii    up,    ,\\\A 
wr     r. '11      ii\-r:      tiinliiT,     planks     laid     side     bv    mcIc. 
whose  einN  irrmhle  violfiilly  wlu'ii  a  coiAaiy  passes 
(i\  (  i'  I  hi-i)i 

\m\-iii)  !  The  j)la''i'  is  a|)parciitlv  iiiiioii.hcd.  .\ud 
CaUiii  iio  doiihi  woald  -idl  |-i-coi;ni'^i'  iiiof  ilian 
Dih-  di-^i  i!(t  of  111--  ii.ilivi'  town.  !t  is  hrn-  that  ihe 
(  ii  TDia.is  L-ollcited  till-  iiihahilaiils  ol  the  IniiMid 
towns  ami  villages,  all  lliosc  at  lra>t  who  were  not 
bftwicn  loarli-in  and  S!\t\-  vi'ai>  old.  1  hcsc,  with 
t  he  cN.-cption  lit  the  niotliers  of  tanalies,  were  ^eiu 
into  ihi-  inlefior,  heiiiif  kept  lun  k  to  do  toned 
laliiui:  .\nd  -o.  one  da\  .  an  end!e->->,  pititnl 
proee>-.ion  of  ehildftMi,  old  nieii  and  okl  women, 
carrviii>4  scant  v  bundles,  .arrned  at  Xoyoii,  and 
whilr  Irom  tile  wlioli'  rountrvside  to  the  farlhi  st 
hori/on  thefe  went  up  the  flames  ot  their  bla/in_i,r 
homes,  these  ii'd  'leople,  pa(d<ed  loocther  in  the 
strt.'ets,  under  I  lie  iev  rain,  shivered  with  chattering 
teeth.  'I'heir  (ormeiit  laired  se\(^ral  hours. 
Rei(i;cin;4  in  his  j_;ood  luck,  iJcilh.  dunn^  ih.at  day 
and  iho  da\sthal  followed,  carried  off  thirty  of  these 
'infort  unaic'S. 

While    this    poor   herd    waited    in    the    'ain    upon 
ihi-  i^oiid  pleasine  ol   Ms  m.isie's,    th<;    latter  tuiished 


fX    TIJF    r.lXn    OF   DF.^TII. 


«3 


ii,'  spnli,!;!..;!  ot  \\\v  liusisfS  o!  N<'}(in,  'I  !!'■}  buix 
i.pcii  ihf  s.iff  of  th'^  Town  lliill  with  a  skill  u(>rlh\ 
ol'  c'l  proffssional  huri^lar.  l-"uniitur<'  inattrt'ss»'s, 
silvrr,  liiu'ii,  agricultural  niachiiit-s.  tool>  -nothiiii; 
was  forii;ot!(^n  hv  tiu-  skilful  s^ai^.i^s  who  pillaged  the 
lidusf^  am!  stat)lcs.  W'hi'ti  all  was  readv  the-  cart-- 
;ii(i\r(l  off.  Soldiers  rt'inaiiu-d  behind  long  rnougli 
to  insure  that  tht-  spoil  had  n-ached  a  plai'e  ot 
safitv';  iIkmi  thc\  too  vanishrd.  And  the  old  nicn 
anil  woini'ii  who  still  waited  for  ihrir  order^  did  not 
dare  to  heriiwr  in  this  liherty  which  they  had  ijourht 
at  ihi'  price  ot  evervthiiiii  that  had  been  theirs. 

To-dav.  .iln-adv  recovered  from  their  tears,  the 
children  pla\-  ,ind  slmul  in  these  counvards.  Ami 
the  old  [jeopli'  ino\e  ...lout,  leanini;  on  their  sticks, 
istoni^hed  thai  no  one  (|ueslions  or  siisjx'cts  them. 

It  is  Sundav  If  the  hellrie^  still  had  lli.-ir  bells 
ihev  wnuld  be  sinking  ten  o'llock.  \\i'  are  e\|)ect- 
ini>-  the  arrnal  of  the  President  of  I  lie  Re|)ublic. 
In  the  town  sciuare,  opposite  an  old  tountain,  a 
battalion  stands  behind  its  band  a-  J  its  flag.  The 
bearing  of  these  men  impresses  one  vividlv.  in 
their  helmet  and  cloak  of  a  "  hori/on  bine"  that  is 
grev  with  mud,  knapsack  on  baik,  they  stand 
motionless  but  without  any  stiffness.  Since  tirst 
lakiiig  the  field  the\'  ha\ f  endured  rain,  snow,  sun. 
b.Mnb-,  bullets,  shells —nothing  can  now  surprise 
liiem  anv  more.  They  have  fought  in  lielgmiii, 
in  the  .Ar^oiine  in  Champagne,  in  the  X'osgt-s. 
To-moridw  the\  will  go  where\er  thev  are  taken, 
perhaits  to  meet  he.uh.  A  c^xtl  assuranci-  gleams 
in  their  eyi-s.  Indu  idiialists,  since  th-\  are 
iiiieHi-ciil      men,      noii'-      the      le^^s      they       st    iid 
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>h(nil(.li,"r  III  sli<ui''lcr  And  what  liciith  !  W  i; 
'iftf^ii  ihink  of  llir  I'Vt^chtiian  as  small,  almost 
puny-       1  o   \\>\\    till-   froi\t   IS   to    rt-visi'  I  his  (i|iiniiin. 

\\v\v     \\v     Sit'     1)V     the     (Ill/Ill      lliai^nitirfilt      lillows, 

b;a\vnv,  str  ipjuui^,  with  their  chests  wtll  out, 
standiiii:^  solidly  on  their  feet,  in  whom  the  perfect 
tvpe  of  soldier  is  found.  To  see  a  French  rei^nnunt 
at  work  in  war-time  is  a  :^lorious  exhibition  ot  athletic 
strength,  of  ^elf-rt^spect,  and  of  ijaietv.  And  what 
life  burns  in  their  eves  !  Ah  !  splendid,  ma^niricent 
fellows!  When  I  see  you  1  understantl  the  Miracle 
of  th(>  Marne.      To-morrow    what  mav  you  not  do? 

All  of  a  sudden  i-  hea'"  the  click  of  d.rawn  bavo- 
nets,  the  clatter  ot  rifles  handled  in  uni>on  The 
bui^les  souml  The  '  Marseillaise  ''  is  heard.  The 
old  men  unco\-<r  revereiillv.  And  one  ot  them,  with 
hunched  shoulders,  says,  with  melancholy  pride: 
"  These  are  our  men 

The  President  passes  along  the  line  ot  bayonets. 
The  flag  dips.  1  ht'  bugles  sound  their  call  more 
quickly.  " /l/c\  amies,  citoyetus!"  A  simple, 
touching  picture  of  war.  Dominating  the  scene, 
stretched  across  the  front  of  a  house,  a  strio  of  calic(- 
still  proclaims:  W'tritselstube.  This  is  the  sole 
visible  evidence  that  the  enemy  has  been  here. 

1  he  motor  -  car  takes  us  towards  Coucy. 
Instantly  we  are  stupefied  by  what  we  see.  Right 
and  left  of  the  road  we  point  over  the  countryside, 
speechless,  for  there  are  no  words  to  describe  what 
we  fe(d.  We  were  prepared  to  see  hideous  things, 
but  we  could  not  imagine  this.  Here,  so  to  speak, 
we'  are  in  the  \-ei\-  middle  of  tb*'  villainy.  As  far  as 
wc    can    sec,    we    ,ire    liuried     right    against    it.      It 
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ciui'Iops  us,  i^ri;)>  us,  opprtsscs  us.  it  is  niadnrss. 
Before  this  murder  of  the  soil  one  can  only  weep. 

Everywhere,  bv  the  thousand,  the  fruit  trees  lie 
on  the  ground.  Sawn  across  a  yard  from  the  earth, 
thrown  down  all  in  the  same  direction,  thev  remain 
attached  to  their  stump^^  only  by  a  strip  uf  bark. 
Apple  trees,  plum  trees,  chcrrv  trees,  all  are  brothers 
in  this  universal  slaughter  of  the  orchards.  .And  so 
it  is,  right  up  to  the  tops  of  the  hills  Here  and 
there  we  .see  \ari,itions,  refuiements  :  a  hatchet  has 
bitten  to  the  heart  of  these  trunks;  rings  .stripe 
them  wher^  the  bark  has  been  cut  away.  Some 
ot  them  even,  their  bark  stripped  from  where  thev 
fall  to  ilu'  ,'rv  ground,  stand,  strange  white'  columns 
in  the  tender  green  of  ihe  meadows.  What  matte-r 
how  It  has  been  done  '  Not  one  of  these  wounded 
trees  will  blossom  again.  .And  for  everv  tree  which 
will  die  erect,  ninety  are  already  dead,  on  their  knees, 
their  foliage  in  the  furrows. 

The  woods  are  almost  uninjured.  And  so  it  is 
cle.ir  that  it  is  no  military  object  which  has  been 
sought,  but  that  the  enemv  de.-^ired  simpK  to  grieve 
the  peasants,  to  sicken  tluni  with  niist'ry,  to  terrorise 
them.  .And  to  complete  this  insane  crueltv  it  has 
ofttni  been  the  peasants  themselves,  guarded  by 
armed  soldiers,  who  havt;  been  forced  to  destroy 
their  orchards,  tree  by  tree.  Sometimes,  again, 
where  a  charge  of  dynamite  has  bf'n  used,  an 
apple  tree  stands  upright  on  its  branches,  its  trunk 
in  the  air.  Truly  tluy  have  dune  their  work  well, 
these  soldiers  of  Kultur  1 

No.  they  have  not  cut  the'  woods  down— that 
v.ouUl    liave   t.i.ken  loo  ir.ucii  inne.      I'ul  oficn   there 
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IS  .(II  '  Ini,  a  llI^<^  riii  oak,  some  siiii^lr  i^iarii  uliuli 
IciifN  I  harachr  to  a  lownship  or  s<rvfs  as  a  land- 
mark lo  a  iH'iulihourliood.  Willi  a  I  uo-handlrd  >i\v 
one  can  make  one's  wav  through  the  touidit'St  trunk. 
And  tht-re  lirs  tli(-  ^iant  proslr.tte-,  encirilt-cl  with  his 
hrok'  n  (  rown  ot   hraiuhcs.      Cihristly,  hideous  siijht  ' 

Kill  we  must  not  Id  oursel\>*s  torirei  the  smaller 
kna\erie>  ot  tins  husiiiess.  There  are  the  crardens, 
the  honielv  rountry  gardens,  dear  to  jj;r.indmotlirrs, 
cats,  and  gi  ntlemeti  ot  leisure.  1  hesc  ha\e  hem 
es[)e(  lallv  "  hied."  Ruse  trees,  jessamines,  vines, 
ho\  trees,  wall-fruit,  ivy,  hushes — all  are  (  ut  douii 
to  the  roots;  while  eriiptv  hottles,  thrown  ahout 
h(  >ide  \s(  lis  thai  have  heeii  filled  with  din,  show 
th.il   ihe  ruhiaiis  lound  ihe-ir  woi  k  a  tliirstv  one. 

One  cannot  say  preciselv  how  tcir  this  idiotic 
desluK  lion  has  b<tn  carried.  Personallv  we  observed 
it  o\er  a  distri(  t  not  less  than  tortv  kilometres  bv 
titieen.  lUit  this,  it  seems,  comes  verv  short  ol  tin 
wholi-  damage.  l-"rom  Lausanne  lo  \von,  and  from 
Mor^fes  lo  Cos>onay  —  thai  is  no  small  space  ol 
iiri)Uiid.  Rare,  very  rare,  are  the  orchards  that 
lia\e  hei  n  spared.  How  are  we  to  explain  them  ? 
Do  we  \\rrv  see  the  reward  of  assistance?  Or  is  it 
due  to  M)nie  otlKcr's  can.'  lor  his  own  self-respect  ■' 
( *r  is  it  siinplv  ,iri  oversight  ■" 

Ha\in:L;  murdered  th(  land,  it  is  ob\iou-.ly 
required  thai  the  xillaj^es  should  he  killed  ;  tor  crime 
ha>  Its  own  Ioj^m  .  \\  f  \im)(  d  ,is  maiiv  as  twenlv 
of  ill.  >  dt  ad  liimlets.  It  was  enough.  But  there 
ari'  hmidieds  ol  them. 

A  lillle  jieirol  some  tar  scattered  in  one  room  of 
each    house,    pro\  ide    a    sure    means   of    destruction. 


/.\    rni:   i.Axn  or  nr.^in.         ,- 

A  iii.iu  h  liiK.un  clouii,  ,iiiH  in  two  Ikhiis  ih,-  \illai)e 
i>  no  i,K,rr  ih,.n  ,i  li,  ap  ,,t  niiiiN  Thi>  nirth..d  u";is 
iii;idr  clear  by  llit-  pi.;ce^  ol  1  .i.ick(  iitd  wall  uhi.h 
aloiif  ^t,lIl(l  uprii^ht. 

Hut  therr  IS  aUo  the  dvii.iniitr  c.irliid::^  ;  aiid  the 
mine.  lliof  ,\\v  moil-  .tli,  .n khis.  \\  hch^  siierts 
'  .111  ihus  he  blown  up,  lo  l.tll  m  dust  iip,,n  the  t'icld>. 
In    anolli.T    pari  n|    the  \illa-,-  ue  lind  n,,tbiii^  but  a 

lelnelerv  f)l    Sldlles  ill  uhiell  It    is   bard    to    r.   (onrni.se  ibr 

place  where  a  siii'Je  h  mse  onre  stood.  Xotliin-  ls 
Imtc  but  a  hea])  ol  iiKlistiiii^mshable  rubbi>b  (lumn-, 
the  two  Coueies,  Troslv-Loire,  and  as  iiiain  more 
villages  h.i\,.  |„-en  kil!.  d  m  itiis  ta>liioi)  Whole 
roots  |ia\e  been  hurled  to  a  distance  ot  on.-  hundred 
is. 


[I. 

LK  r  u^  stop  .i  nionie-nt  at  Trosiy-Luirt- .  li  u^^a 
-'  to  he  a  pntiv  liiilf  town,  of  mort-  than  a 
tliDiisaiul  inhabitants,  loosely  thrown  alonu;  the  bank 
ot  a  strrani,  at  the  toot  of  low  hills.  Ilcrc  and  there 
were  farms  S(Mttrriil  ihroui^h  the  fields  ;  a  hainh't 
or  t\vf>.  To-(lav  til's  tair  sp<it  deties  description. 
Ii  is  a  heap  of  sl'^ie--,  beams,  shatierefl  turniture, 
lih^^s,  clothiiii^f  torn  to  laj^s,  and  tlu-  hundred  things 
necessary  to  doinesiu  lite.  Not  a  wall  ,  not  acelLu', 
nnthitnj;.  Flat  rublMsh  iieaps  e\erv\vhere.  ^ '>u 
poke  about  with  \Mur  waikuiL^-stiek.  You  stf>op 
down.  \  oil  brin^  lo  hi^ht  a  jiost-t-ard  on  which  is 
still  to  be  read  :  "  M\  dear  .\dcle  .  .  .''  Here 
is  a  diploma;  a  certificate  c)l  tirst  conim.mion ; 
tlie  statuette^  of  a  saint;  a  cu[).  cjuite  uninjured, 
with  a  design  of  fori;et-uie-nots.  Fymi,^  on  a  broken 
hurdle  is  the  sii^n  of  an  mn  :  "  .\s  well  here  as 
elsewhere." 

Where  are  the  peojile  ^^  The  chiidre-n  ,ind  the 
old  folk  .ire  at  Noyon.  .All  thi-  oliiers  have  been 
carried  off  into  slayery,  <  >ne  shudders  to  think  ot 
all  the  mor,'l  and  plns;cal  -utteriiii:^  endured  by 
thi.se  who  were  born  and  ,t;re\y  up  in  this  town  of 
Trosly-l.on'e 

We  tak  a  cliinbini;  road  which  leads  us  up  on  to 
the  heii^dits  above  these  ruins.  Mere,  in  a  maijni- 
ficent  situation,  the  German  cemetery  has  been 
laid  out,  to  last  for  ever.  Walls  six  feet  high,  and 
on  each  L;rave— they  are  in  hundrids — heavv  stones. 
o\\  which  the   name  and   age  of   each  iL  ad   m<in  are 
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villaL^t-,  drauj^nd  into  captivitN .  fMr(  rd  \^^  iii,ik.-(  i.riiiaii 


1m 


rlK  ll      shr 


at 


Iiislv 


rut,  toi^^ether  with  a  text  from  tfu-  Biblt^.  Ami 
catches  one  at  thi  lic.irt,  for  n  is  always  fiiu-  to 
onr's  lift-  Oiir  ic.nls  ihi-  iiainrs  of  (l.nnans  and 
iS  v.-ars  old.  ly,  20,  30,  45.  51  And  <\cx\\\\uu- 
one  scfs  :  "  Rnhe  san/t  "  .  .  .  "  f/ier  nthl  in  Cott  ' 
..."  Devi  Augr  fern,  dem  l!er::en  miir'  .  .  .  And 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  place,  in  the  nndsi  i)f  all  the^e 
(leniian  dead,  lie  a  Kretich  soId;er  <ind  a  Russian  : 
"  Here  lies  the  hrench  soldier  — "  ...  ■  //ie> 
ruht  in  Gott  Je<^oi-  Suvu>itne,  (if/trii^tncr  li .  //iss. 
Armee,  Gef  Arheits." 

A  frank  admission.     Truly  we  dare   not   think  of 
this    poor    [ei^^or    Savonine,    born    in    some    kn-,sian 

ill; 
trenches,    .md    killed    hv    a 
Loire,  when-  he  now  lies  ! 

.\\\(\  one's  mind  comes  l)ack  to  all  these  (iermaii 

dead   so  arroj^aiuly  laid   in    French    soil    -to   this   i,ui 

of  t'isj;hteen,  this  "  I.andsturnier  "  ot    litt\-one,  to  .ill 

these  men  who  rose  at  the  call  of  their  f-jiiperoi   .nid 

made   him   the  gift  of  their  life.      One  wo'ald  wi^h  to 

lalute  them     .    .    .    But  all  round  this  cemetery  thrpe 

lie  thesr  thousands  of  prostr.ite  trees,  many  of  wIik  li 

touch  wi!h    their  disconsolate  heads   the   white   wall 

behind   which    these   dead    sleep.      And    this  Mlla<,fe, 

flattened  to  the  ■  arth.      .And  these  families,  sav.iirdy 

torn  apart,  carried  off  like  cattle  ;   all   this  hapfjiness 

destroyed,  all  these  tears  of  blood  that  have  fallen, 

and  this  cry  of  an  old   woman  :   "  Never — no,  never 

shall  I  he  able  to  have  a  lii^ht  heart  again."   And  here, 

a    stone's-throw   from    this   cemetery,    there    is   this 

gardenn\hich  waited  only  upon  the  Ijrealh   of   s[)rini^ 

to  blossom,  whose  vines  ar.d  rose  trees  now  lie   \o\\ 
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in    till-    MlUil  W  hv  IllNull    .lllil    ilclllr    llli-M-   (|r,l(l    IllfH  - 

.  .  .  "  f/ifrnihfvi  dotty  .  .  .  l*(i(ir  souls  '  We  woulcl 
lit'  i^l.iil  to  ImikI  Miir  hiMiJs  iiviT  vour  i^fra\es  ami 
iiiiiimir  a  |)iavr;  Iml  liom  li:ir  we  can  sft-  thr 
aIkiIi'  (lev  ,in1  .ilt'd  xallcv  trom  ^iilf  in  sid.-,  all  \\\\^ 
■illnT  (l,si  I  iiiiioii  ot  iri'cs  .iiiil  \ill,i^r-^.  all  tlii^ 
■Mittii  iiil;  wliicli  cri'-s  aloud,  .iml  wliuh  i'^  viur  umk 
,iud  iliai  111  viMir  hioilnTs.  \iid  it  is  (do  niurli  Im 
Is  ami  \\(    |)iss  mi    i  ivtTW'liclnird. 

liv  an  impii t\'iscd  hridi^c  \\c  cross  ilir  stream, 
where  a  soldi'-r  is  lisliiu>j;  with  d\  iiamiti-,  piilhm^  llif 
wiiili'-hrllii'd  I'isli  to  the  hank  with  .i  lonj^  poU-.  And 
hen-  \\v  niusi  i^Ti  down,  tor  tlir  mad  is  dcstrovt'd. 
rhf\  arc  li^lilin^  in  these  thick  wood>.  while  alofi 
1  he  shells  arc  serciiiimjj;. 

And  wh\  ihis  new  cnnic,  more  useless  than  ,dl 
llie  otlier>.^  (  )ncc  nie  I'anpiTor  William  said  to  a 
h'rciiclnn  1 11  "  \'ou  liav("  m  I'Vance  a  inarvi-1  ol 
marvels  -I  In-  (^h.itiau  ot  Coucv.'  Seated  on  its 
hill,  at  the  tool  ot  wliich  a  villaLje  Indi-s,  on  the 
r(\<j^v  ot  \asl  woods,  it  soared  with  its  crciu-llati-d 
keep,  its  towers  and  its  walls,  which  hatl  dclied  the 
cenlurii-s,  sixtv  metres  nuo  the  air.  A'.'ciuics  ol 
huii;c  trees,  formmi.;  a  cross,  led  up  to  it,  and  ihise 
trees,  tins  \allaj^e,  this  hill,  and  this  trcniemldus 
casiU-  [ji'iscnti'il  ,1  spee-tacle  th.ii  was  uim|Ue  m  the 
worlil  Well,  these  trees,  e\'erv  oiu-  ot  them,  have 
bt-en  cut  down  lo  the  roots;  ties  village  dvnamite 
has  destfoved,    .and    20.000   kilo^reiiiis    ot    explosives 

ha\e      blotted      out      this     keep,      these       toWers,       iheSe 

\\alls.  i'he  lull  is  smothered  in  dchm  ;  the  plain  is 
helped  Willi  iiionsaiiu>  pici  cb  ot  uia^ijiU)  ;  ihc  earth 
is  co\ered  Willi   a  i'le\-  dusi 
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Will  II  one  thinks,  MMl;(l  ,iinw;i^  thi--i-  ruins,  rit 
SI)  iiuich  l)i-;iul\'  slam,  lurv  lilis  mif  s  hrari.  Ilnos- 
iratus,  Atiila.  so  iiiaiiv  (iiIht  Sriim"i,;i'^  nt  (nxi 
'  lutdiiiii- '  ll  wa--  ihf  ^lorv  and  lln-  -|)li  iidi  uii  n( 
[•"rami-  thai  Inii'  llii\  li.i\r  willrd  i,,  >  uinl.-i  And 
M  Is  i\i'ii  iiiiiri-  stupid  iliiii  ilir  i'i-~t  111  their 
di">t  ruct  h  Ml  ;  It  i>  SI  1  -.iiipid  that  mn-  ran  (iiil\  wicp. 
1  |ii\\  (111  tin  si'  tn-fs  ahi  (  1  thr  war  -■  And  this  ki-i-p, 
ihfsi'  t(i\Mrs  >  W'iial  mnld  \m-  ^<-r\\  truni  up  thi-re. 
sjnci-  a  thi(d<  toiv.st  >ti"ct(  Ins  away  to  the  \er\ 
h'  iri/i  111  ■' 

Is  it  s()ite  ?  Did  thr\'  hope  to  kt-i-p  thi-  rasilc 
lor  f\ri' ■'  I  )id  thf  1  lohki  inii;sl)iir^  shanir.  at  this 
distaui'f,  thr  Khciiish  lulls.-'  I)id  ilic\-  wish  to  stun 
the  hluc-clad  soldi, -rs  hv  li(-apin<;  up  tln-sr  ruins 
hi'iirath  iht'ir  tVcl  ?  I  )id  they  liopr  to  stay  our 
ad.';  tu:i' ii\  thus  showiui^o!  what  thcv  wi-ri'  capahli-- 
I  )id  thi  \'  iiR'aii  that  our  tin  n  slmuld  dn-  in  mdi-r  to 
roncjui  T  ii'ithino;  hut  ht-ajjs  ol  stonrs  tisat  tht  t1aiui-s 
had  hlackcivd  '' 

I'lidc,  tlii-v  •-av.  makes  mad  those  whom  it  has 
hlinded  This  hill  ot  ruhhish  is  worsr  than  ,i  lost 
hattle.  So  loner  as  there  are  men  on  cirth  tluv 
will  nial^'  pil^rima<4e  to  this  spot.  They  will  utter 
cursi-,  '.1  !S]jlieiiiies.  This  monstrous  midden  will 
tell  its  si,ir\-  to  all  time.  '!"he  children  o!  those  who 
commilted  tin-  erim<-  will  hlush  tor  it  They  will  he 
asliamed  of  ill-'  name  iliey  hear.  From  a  defeat 
recovery  is  |)ossihle  ;  but  th-'re  are  intami-'s  wh  ■:h 
cm  nt-xiT  die.  Who  could  rejoice  to  sor  ,i  i^reat 
people  iiiat  has  i;i\en  s'l  much  to  mankind,  ^o 
stu[)idl\  liiiiu:  this  ,dl  to  a  standstill,  deh\-i  rir."^^  itself 
ov(M-  to  I  he  sneers  ,ind  lh(     dttt  station    ot    tiie  whole 
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^^•"''1'      ''1  t  I'"'    '»t    this   (:atasii()[jhf,  in  Lire  nf   ilns 
'"11     I'l    li<M|)i'(|    Willi    ston.'s,    wliirh     livr    d.ivs   ,nr,, 

'"'    I'liril    itlc    \r|  V    spirit    ol    Ill^jorV,    ll(»\\    lll.l\     uc    hold 

Ij.k  k  till-  rasjf  from  our  hiMrl>  r' 

Siidd.nly  an  ,it->r()pl,iii<'  (Mn''rij[t's  frnin  the  dark 
sky.  Swiff  f.ird  o!  ()rry,  its  wiiii^s  spi.  ii|  wide,  it 
ruslics  upon  th.'  ruins  Th«'  air  is  rem  It  is  a 
ina'hini'-iriin  v\hich,  from  on  hii^h,  is  timiL,'  upon 
these  Jrhris  The  bird  swm-^'s  round  the  hill.  iii,ikfs 
It-  ol)seM\ati.iiis,  and  all  at  onctt  dies  into  the  ■  kunls 
and  vanishes. 

Books  are  scattered  over  the  irround.  W'h.  nee 
do  thi-v  eom.-  '  From  the  cure's  house  thai  ha;: 
been  l)!oAn  up  J  Here,  lorn  to  piect-s,  are  iji,- 
sermons  ol  Uo>.uei,  the  Vernnes,  seriiions,  a  novel 
a  cha[)tcr  ol  which  be-in^  with  th.-se  words- 
''  When  Jeanne  iauuhed,  >li,.  showed  all  her  teeth," 
And  here  is  i  V^iriril,  op.ai  at  the  third  book  of  the 
.V.neid        I  In-  |)oet  is  sp(Mkinif  of  Polv[)heinus  : 

Vli)ri>ui.   ;    'nKrriidiun.    lutorme,    ingeiis,   cui    lumen 

ailcir.|itiiin  : 
'rriiiii..i  m.iniini  piniis  regit  et  vesiiijia  tirm.it. 

Let  US  be  off  '  Still  they  are  flighting  in  the 
depths  ol  tiiese  woods.  Where  1  he  guns  thunder,  and 
then  become  an  indistinct  murmur  like  that  of  a 
crowd. 

And  once  more  we  cross  the  ruined  country',  the 
levellt;d  villages.  One  has  <lifficulty  in  breathing. 
One  asks  oneself  if  one  is  still  a  man— if  one  is  not 
the  victim  of  a  nightmare.  .And  the  scent  of  death, 
of  smoke,  of  rums  under  which  the  carcasses  of 
beasts  are  rotting  makes  one  faint  with  nausea. 
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No  mere  of   iIp-s,-   hui,.,-.   .„„]   ,i,,,.l    trv.  .    ;t    wf 
arr  to  ^r,.,   a  fr.-.l,   |„,|,]  on  l,f,- '      \rul  wr  rh.t,  I,    .t 
''^'-  !'''■  ^^-I'"''  ll"^v.   ,,,|,lv,.l,,n^  ,|„    TM.ul       hor  ten 
kilon.-tr-s      p,Tl,,.|,s,    carriau,.s,     l.auuag.-u.ii,'-.,,,. 
anibulaih  rs.  in.M.,r-()inn,t.us,..,  ,,1,1-,,    all    iiiiacMn,,  (,|.. 
v-'lndrs,  an-  ht.Tallv  |an,M„.,|  ,.,:;.  n.rr        \M<rin  ih,s 
tfrnh,-  stream  noi   ,,n.-  p.iu.r,  ..mI    ,,    di  .pntr,  not    an 
"l.slrurnoii.      .\o,,n.-  -,v,.,,.,,l.i.  ,.,■  .hmus       Tl,,.,. 
arr  ummI   to   wl,,,i    thrv  aiv   .|.,n,;4        ri,,v  k„,.u    .  ,M 
^^■'•■"    I-    •"    hr    .1,.,,,.       An  ar,„   .<„  s   ,.,.  '    tl.rv   sto,, 
\Kain    r,s,.s      ,|„.v    ao   .,„       Th,-    u-lwri-.H     kit,  h.-n, 
sinokr  pla.  i.ilv       Pm-hecl  ,,„the  .n,,t  ,.t  ,.,„■  ot  il,...,. 
a    cnok    poius    carrots    an. I    turnip,    mt-.    Ins    Ix.ilrr 
WHikinu  and  |,.kin,ir,  s.,  tliu  a /-a;//,    who  is   p..sitiv,-lv 
roll,,,-     uith     laui^rhter     on     hi.    uau.on.    >houts    ,0 
'^•m  \oure    the   lad'       Whv,    vo'ure  just    about 

a.s  jicia-amini^lv  funnv  as  your  kitchen." 

Anoiher  fellow,  nose  in  the  an-,  examines  the 
ar-roplanes  which  ,i,dide  about  the  skv  The  sm-Iu 
filU  hiin  Nvith  envv,  and  he  cries :  'Our  leadeis 
are  a  dull  loi  ;  .vhy  doni  thev  siick  some  vvin<rs  on 
our  wa^i^Miiis  /  '  '^ 

Meanwhih;  we  mu,;t  roll  on  throu-h  the  niud 
—a  liquid  miui,  like  i,rhu-  -whi.ii  ;  he  <ran-s  of 
"terntoMal>  ■  tra-pwr  srrape  away  md  throv?  mt.. 
the  helds.  Here  and  there  a  re-iment  halts  and 
piles  arms.  The  men  smok.^  standing  or  Iving  on 
the  muddy  ground.  They  are  so  entirely  accustomed 
to  It.  And  they  chaff  one  another  or  grumble  away 
out  loud. 

"  ll"\v  long  are  they  goin-  to  cart   us  aboui  |,ke 
this  '  " 

'    When  will  this  follv  be  over?  '' 


a) 


/.\'  riiR  L.\  \i)  1)1-    n/-:Ar//. 


"  A  It. II. 11  tr.Hl,-  !  " 
"  f>nn't  vnu  uiirrv  I  " 

Tlu'ir  (.111.  rr  has  ^^n.  \i  ih.-  oi.l-r  :    '  Pu;    on   vom 
l<na[)sacks.  " 

Th.'v  i!.in[.  ,i|,  .,n.i,  uiih  a  l.u-,-  in,.v.-iiu-nt, 
;-^\^'"|.^  ""  '"  ''I'l''  >ii..ul.lrrs  ilu^  IxM.ipsnck.  which 
'^  ■'  \<-ni,il.lr  iiiMinini,  ,,;  of  u.ir  -.hovri  ni.'>>-liii, 
''''"'^•'.  !'<'<>i^,  .,111^.11,  ,iti(l  wild  h.'sidf?  Tht-v 
';''^'  ''"■"■  '"ill'-  ■I'll!  M<i,v  .,..  1,1,  ,1,..  ,.,„li,  ,,  hhi,' 
nl.l«-h  uiikI.^  .li.ui-  thiMUi^h  ili.-  niu.i. 

\ni|  ihev  sav  : 

"  '*'"■  '"""•  ni.irch    .    .    .     r,  ,|,.,|,.    H.Af  -line 
Ahil    I  III'  ,    iH.lliili:;   (Imii)^.     .     .     ." 

Il    iH'xvs>Ary    iiir\     uiil    sav    lii.      ^.iiiir    thiii^    t(.r 
I'lonlh-         I':;(,li      iiiMniiiii^     uli.n      ili,-v     u,i|<.',     r,n-h 

<'V. miliar     as     th.    \     -..     lo    ).r,|        it     Ih.-V    (io    i^n    I,,    |„.(1  — 
''"^     ^^lll    '■•'!"  ■"  ■■   A      I'-II.'li    If    l.lr''"         •rh,.\     uill    ^,,v 

"    •'.U''!'l,    ti\r    Ilium,,   s    hrtnr.'   (Ivill-    hkr    hcn.,-s.        Tin. 

rr.^rnnriii,     v^iu.li     |.,     i.^tLirnin-     to     i)ill.>i>.     cr.^s.-s 

I'Ai    ll.illt^n     (il      ■■nin|lllincMts, 

l.i    \    (1,  \ii>         Ndu'rr   i^'nini^r  to  r.-Nt   \ 
.'h  r'      AiiH  \\  li.ii   l(.i  y  " 

"  jiisl    wail  ,1  l)[|,  iii\ 
nic  null." 

"  .\rr   y.Mi   .ifr.nd    o|    Th,     |;,„  lir.    tiiat    vnu'ic    . 

h ( > ill ( •   :^  " 

"  AnH  vou:-    K  ,t   \\ith  iJMi   -uin,M-|,iw\  I,,,.,,  ,^,_,, 

)(IU   ■■\|iiTl    to  ;_;(i    !(■    H.iliii  }  " 

•M<uton,    voui    Lf    .oleiir    siii^.     ^    ti.MiM.n.iMu. 
voicv. 

And    (,ff    thpv    g...    h.-nl    iindri    tli.-.r    knapsacks 
their  M)les  chn^r,n_j,  ,o  th.    orround       \^  t,ii  ;,s  ..n^  .-.^ 


our>'"l\f>.s, 
ni.  till   a  hnnil)    stops    vour 

)ll 


X 
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sec  it  is    ill   a   ii(i{i(i:iii^r   ,,t    ,-a|)>,  ,-,   briMlli.^   ,,t    siiade- 
'iandles,  a  swin-^iiii^  ot  c.ai ->kirls.      Aini  tor.-\cr  th. 
wai,riM)ns  ml!  <ni,  the   aeroplanes  snail      tlial   ■^iiarlinii 
ot  the  a.Moplaiirs,   pairols  of  lli.-  >k_\  --iliat  Irani[)llii^ 

(jl     till'    (JP'  l\  (■    Ct     Illl'tl. 

.\:'.d    e\,rw\ii..rr    a^ain    ;li,se    (i.-ad    tive^.    tlu-sc 

dlscnihourllrd    lloL^.'S,    ihrSe    (  i   inft '  Tl.  ■-    aHcf.-     t  ll./Sf 

other  r.  i^iinents  ol  .rosso   stand  packed  toueth.-r. 

'Million,  vuici   le  soleUy  ehanls   liie    voice    onec 
more. 

!".ach  Fiian  i^Mies  to  ini"et  his  desliiiv. 


III. 


TN  Mam,  a  ihirmiiiL;  little  lo'vii,  at  la^t  we-  lind 
-*-  liniisi's  a<^nni.  Likr  Noxnn,  this  was  a  place 
■  if  rt-tu^r  wluM'f  the  [K'liplt-  of  llu-  tli'stro\i(l  viUai^es 
weTr  collrctccl.  But  iuTf  also  thf  <  uTiiiaiis  We're 
rcsdlvcd  to  make  thrir  di-panure  tell  :  thr  houses 
arc  (  iii|)ii<(l  troin  cellar  to  i^arret.  I{\  trythmi^  that 
coLild  not  be  carried  off,  like  tables  and  chair>,  has 
been  smashed  with  axe-^  where  it  stood,  or  with 
pickaxes,  b\"  ^aiiL;->  of  ^nldiers  led  l'\'  dlhceTS.  A 
siirt  ot  dflinuin,  a  trfii/\  >e:/ftl  ifii-m.  Those  who 
s.ivv  arc  still  shakfii  b\  it  .  .  .  I  l.ilf  an  Iiom  betorc 
they  left  foLir  iieuteiiants  r,m  thi'Miudi  I  he  -streets, 
firing  their  re\i)l\crs  at  the  liouse-froiiis  ,ind 
breakiiiL^    tin-    windows    \\ith    stones 

"  M.idint  n,  nioiisnur,  says  <iii  old  woiuan  again 
and  .'i^ain. 

None  the  less  these  old  people  are  willing  to  do 
justice  to  those  wlio  have  so  savagely  ruined  them. 
They  admit  freelv  that  the  Germans  m  no  way 
hindered  America's  work  of  provisioning  ihe  people, 
and  sav  thai  in  manv  cases,  on  the  contrarv,  they 
gave  it  their  help.  The\  say  that  among  them  was 
a  remarkable  number  ot  kindlv,  benevolent  men, 
who  deplored  the  hariishi[)s  of  war  and  at  times  did 
then  utmost  to  soften  them.  But  th<'  moment  thev 
began  to  talk  of  their  departure  all  these  men, 
headed  bv  thi  ir  ollicers  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  siuld<'nlv  bee.ime  tunous  madmen.  The 
sound  ot  explosions,  the  Idaze  ot  Hres  became 
part     oi     duly     life.        They    egged     themsiKes    on 
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to     rum     th 

COIllr     ,i( 

thev     must     sin.ish     it 


*'     ^''rv     soil.        No     lotijjrer    could     they 

rMS-,    a    Mii^ri,.    fhing    tha      wis    whr.lt-    hut 

t     wMs    a     lunacv     which 


posst'ssed  them.  In  th--  end  of  all,  after  they 
had  pll,ii,r,.d  the  >wns  which  had  been  s.-t  apart  as 
refuges  and  l)rok  n  all  thi-  turniiurc  that  th<'v  did 
not  carry  off,  and  stolen  ev.-ry  precious  thing ^  i 
the  few  churches  which  hid  been  spared,  even  to 
the  pipes  of  tl.  organs  (this  we  proved  at  Ham  i, 
while  the  sol, hers  looked  on  at  th.-  villages  leaping 
into  the  air  and  the  horu  m  drapmg  itx^lf  in  red, 
some  of  them  gave  vent  to  nervou>  laughter,' 
chuckling  m  ih.  ir  maluKms  |oy 
Anil  the  old  woman  sa\s  : 

"  Hor  iwo  ve.irs  we  ueie  w.ll  enough:  but  in 
the  last  monili.  monsiein,  li  i,„,.k  them  su.l.lrnlv. 
Madmen!      Madmen!      Madm.-ii  '      ()nl\|.„,k'" 

And  her  1  ai:  arm  [)oims  to  i  he  riiins  wilh  wfii.^i 
the  whole  couiitr\   i>   as  it  were    scum, 

"  Is  it  really  true  tli.it  the\  |,.,ve  tak.-n  away 
young  girls  as  hostages?"  we  ask  one  of  our 
guides. 

"Young  girls?  Re-ter  than  that.  Ask  the 
Mayor,  or  any  civili.m,  and  you  will  hear  an  edilym*' 
tale."  ■     ^ 

In  fact,  since  Febiuary  the  Germans  have 
indeed  carried  off  the  whole  civil  population  of 
both  sexes,  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  sity, 
the  mothers  of  families  and  infirm  persons  only 
excepted;  and  this  from  all  places  m  the  territory 
which  chey  have  evacuated.  In  most  cases  these 
unfortunates  received  but  two  hours'  notice  of  the 
decision    by    which    they   were  oveiu helmed       They 
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were  (Mililli-d  to  (Mirv  wiii  ihcin  iliirt\'  kilni^rain- 
of  lu_i^i;ajLje.  An<l  I'ms  a  WMinan  iiiitjlit  ser  lirr 
husband  It-ave  her  tirst.  Of  her  fnur  children  one, 
ten  years  old,  nmains  to  her.  Three  daughters  of 
fifteen,  seventeen,  and  tufntv  ha\e  been  carried 
away.  Where  are  they  ?  For  two  months  she  has 
had  no  word  of  fhein. 

And  this  woman  ;^  hi-rc  before  us  ;  a  bii^  woman, 
visi!)lv  lioiiest  ,    her  .-N-es  .ire  filled  \\\\\\  iear->. 

"  ^'es,  monsieur,  thev  t(i(il<  ihem  a\va\'  fruiu  me 
one  mornin*;'.  I  had  !iiie|\-  ihe  :,ine  to  kiss  lliem 
bejiMi'  they  were  i;\)nt.'.  Wh.it  do  vou  tliiiik  they 
have  'i'  I'',,  with  t 'leni  >  " 

(I'lne  into  the  ne\i  liouse  thai  is  till  d  with 
rubbish;  here  we  find  ihe  same  slorv.  and  m  tin- 
iiexi  i^am,  and  evrvuhere.  Sometiines  \\  has 
iieen  said,  Willi  a  siiec-r  :  "  I'he  i,nrls  wliu  ha\e  ii^<n\v 
wen-  wil'ni;;  enou^ii.  A  linil  ^uliiees."  'I'o  i^ra^j) 
the  true  horror  of  the  ri  alilv  one  must  bt-  on  the 
•>i)<il,  one  must  spe.dx  lo  ihe  people,  hear  llieir  com- 
plaints,   read     the     .ai^eiiv    in    their    e\cs,       I'or    we 

\rv  here  eoncerin  d  ril  olu:e  With  deportation  to 
toreed  Lmoiu  and  u.iii  tile  dispersal  of  tainilies. 
Here  art  inis.sini,^  the  t.ulitr  .iiid  two  bovs  of  four- 
teen ,aiid  sixteen,  eairietl  oh  on  three  occasions; 
here  it  is  tile  taiher,  a  son,  and  two  daughters;  the 
tneiiher  and  a  little  giii  of  r-lexa-n  have  been  left. 
Here  only  two  old  people  of  seventv  n.-iiiain  ;  the 
Ivvi)  other  geuri.itioiis  ;ire  gone,  nine  souls  in  all. 
.Among  itiese  rains  of  I  lam  aiuf  Novon  th(;re  is  not 
tine  j)erson  who  i>  not  asking  what  has  become  of 
ehiidren  or  of  grandchildren.  Thev  have  witnessed 
i>ucu    acencb   ol    sa\ageiy,    tlii:y    have   lived  ihiough 


/.v  riii    I.  \\n 
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niijhts  ot  Ml'  h  Iw'Tor  -wliil'-  rhf'  wliolc  countrvside 
wfui  up  !M  ''noki.'  ,uid  lliuiiih  r  -ihat  thm'  i-xp'-rtt'd 
llllllllIl^  liir  ih.c  worst.  And  here  is  an  old  man, 
iani(-  .uid  liMnmif  on  hi-^  stick,  who  savs  : 


It 


l>  nt'i-l  t  V,  I'll 


?     T 


]r   Linn  hurnecl  down  ;    inv 


wi 


!.■  d 


iM(l  l.ist    \iMr:    in\    iio\-    and    'wo    'Mrls   earned 


lal 


ofi  l)v  tho>c  scoundi''l>  :  all  in\'  'Mlile  ^i.i'h'n.      W 
dfi   von    tanev   is  to    t)i-(-oin'    ot    \nr  ni>w  .^      To  ui^en 


1-^     loo     -^lUl)ii 


1.      A 


r.d 


ha!     i>    evi-n     nioii 
h.-n?" 


■-'  >,    what  ■'       Visi;    the    rams  ? 
>lai)id.       \\'.;11,    \di.ii  ?      What 


It  is  a  fael   that  the  -^ntfiTini;  nnpo-^ed  uj^on  these 

!    anv!hin</    that    one    can 


poor    |)rii|)ic    i/oes    iii-\'oi 


nn.ii'nie 


)Me    ot 


lifin   sav 


•\'    ha\i-  ilied 


ik.'  !1 


les  in  aulunm 


A 


nd 


iiii>-     A'no    Tfinani  nio\-t 


hk<'    i^ho'-ts   thi'MiLJi    this    town    whieh    1-    mm    loni^ct 
thc-ir>,  drajj^niv  ahoat  with  th'-ni  1  he  uilei   df>'Malion 


ot    th.i'ir  wholr  life. 


\\  r  conlinue  our  tour  ot   tlii'se  -um 


lere   lies 


the  hellrv  ol  llani  pro-arate.  ["lie  lainoii^  ehaieaii. 
where  I'niiei-  Xapojcon  wa>  prison^T  troni  1 S41  >  to 
1846,  and  from  whieh  in-  .'seapi-d  with  liu-  eonnnanee 
jf  iladini^uet ,  is   nolhiiii;   hiil    a   heap  ol    vioiii->   Iviiii; 


01 

m  Its  inoai. 


. I    loo    boas' ed    Its    kt 


■P 


an 


d    t. 


iwers 


It    too    can    to-dav    sii()w     nitlnu:^-     i 


nore     than    at 


inmiense    heap   oi    red    lineks.    vast 


liloi'k^    of 


■>lon(:- 


and  cement,  so  hui^^e  th.it   oir'  looks  !n<l!Meti\-i-l\'  !or 
the  traces  of   the  ax-alanche  wlueli   has  c-.irried  iliian 


far       (Jt     the    whijle    en.oni 


lo;,,     huilduiir     neiljlilitr 


remains  but  th(^  shattered  wall  aIiitc  is  pierced  the 
])niie:pal  s^al'-wav. 

The  crime  ol    Ham  seein>  ju^t  as  hateful   ,is  that 
of    (.'oue\',    hut     iV(Mi    more    u-^'-less,    antl    so    lU'ire 
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stupid,  w.rt'  ill, it  ]>is>ihli'  For  the  (MStle  of  H,\m 
\'M^  built  upon  .1  li'\c!  pliln.  The  top  of  tlii>  Ut-ep 
ilid  not  risi-  ,iho\i'  ihr  >iiminit->  of  the  lulls  which  lin 
•  It  ,1  f('\v  hii!i(li('d  inclrc's'  distance.  Since  their 
famous  metliod  of  "according  to  plan"  ohlir:ed 
the  (ifi'in.uis  to  reti'iMt  more  than  t\V('ntv-five  kilo- 
ip<'lre>  hom  this  place,  one  indeed  finds  some  ditli- 
culty  in  perceiviiiir  uliai  strictK  miliiarv  value  this 
edirtce,  now  destrnvril  can  ha\i'  had  in  their  eves. 
Hut  the  iiiiiiMrv  of  a  \apoleon  was  here 
en->hriiied.  It  wa>  a  gr(Mt  ca~-tli-  which  could  be 
seen     trom     afar  No     oth(>r     reason     was 

needed  lor  le^cllin^  it  with  the   ^mI. 

Oner  luoi  I'  uc  arcuiox  u,!.;  at  Mill  sjicrd  tlu'  Hi;_rh  f  hi^ 
slau^ht  ri  (■;,  laiul  I  hr^c  hcip^  ot  >l(iiies  were  oiic«» 
called  han- i  \  II  tlha,  I  .iberaii  iiit .  |{sehi-n,  Solente, 
("hamniin.  Hire  we  ^et  out.  Another  German 
retni'lrrv  -luind'id'-  ol  close-set  i^raves.  Attain  we 
rean  :  "  R :ihr  sanit  "  ;  a.u.nn  :  "  Hier  ruhi  in  GntL" 
.\nd  here  arc  five- ind-t  went  v  hrenchmen  anrl  five 
German-^  [iiiibrkarmte  SolJaten)  in  the  one  cc-nunon 
grave.  A  statue  of  Peace  six  feet  high,  perched  on 
tht'  wall,  once  presidi  d  over  these  dead  men.  l^pon 
lis  pedestal  wt"  ri-acl  Frciau/  iind  Fernd  im  Tod 
versint.  This  statue  lias  betMi  torn  trom  its  pedestal 
by  thi'  h.-mds  of  Frenchmen  .and  lias  bt^en  cast  down 
to  the  foot  lit  the  wall,  vvhere  it  now  lies,  bioken  into 
twenty  jiieccs. 

"Does  that  surprise  you.  messieurs?"  savs  ,'\n 
ollicer.  ''  You  will  understand  jiresentlv.  P>ut  observe 
the  condition  of  thi>  cenit^terv.  See  these  grave- 
stones, these  crosses,  these  crowns.  Gur  men, 
though   they  wert"   tvinous   al  what    they  h,id  seen   in 
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ilii-   pilLiLl'''!   c'oiiiitr\,  h.ivi'   r.--|)  (■;.-•!  th.-  L.^i    ^Icrii 
.>t   I  liMr  irii  !iiit-;.      Ir    couUl  nol   he  diIhtw  isc.      hut 

C<Mlli-   ,ili  Hli;  ;     Cunic." 

Wf  ]i  iss  llirnir.!)  ('Iki  n  1  .i.-ti  .>ti  loot.  ( "h.i  iiinirii 
— thai  IS  to  sa\-  a  nia/r  nt  nim-,  ()\(i  ni.uls 
iiic<)n('i-!\alilv  iiiU' i:l\-  l.iroiiirh  hca\\-  lain,  we  rmu, 
lo  the  nl(i  Itimii  ii  1 'i •  Hid (M\- ,  laid  (Uii  arMinid  the 
l)urrit'il  church.  Ail  lii.ii  rem  mis  .ii  this  church  is 
sfjiiic  I)lacki  nr(l  walls  and  a  h'w  t-ohiimi-,  which  tiow 
support  iiciihiii^c  \Vc  ihDu^hl  ihal  \vc  had  scfii 
the  u  >rst.  !>iit  \vc  wci-c  wn.iii^;  iIh-  \V(ir--t  i-^  here. 
It  is  iii>t  iiiilv  ii^lv.  siu|)id,  iiscl''ss,  mad  hut  here 
wr  l(M\  '  hchiiid  ihc  iimIiu  1)1  th'isf  ^i-i'iiiiiciii -,  which 
huiirm  iicin^s  can  cxp.-rn  nci-  W  >■  rrcul  hdori-  -mi 
hidfiius  a  hi'SlialiU  and  w  c  lonk  diic  another  111  the 
cvc'S  to  sfi'  it  the  Miller^  have  seen  what  u  e  ha\e 
seen;  and  wh'ii  there  wc  disc-o\er  a  son  of 
terntied  "iiiharrassinenl  we  l>'coiiie  con\'nced  of 
the  reality  <>t  what   is   Ijclorc  us. 

Yes — It  must  he  -aul,  however  monstrous  it  be; 
all  those  graves  have  been  violated  The  stones 
of  family  tombs —hui,M'  stoivs  weiidiiiii^;  hundreds 
of  pounds  -ha\-e  b(M-n  Lorn  up  and  sina>lied.  The 
Germans  have  eone  down  aiio  the  vaults.  They 
have  taken  up  lhesl;i.hs  on  which  the  collhvi  lav. 
These  cothns  and  their  bones,  the  [)oor  relics  *■'  the 
bodies,  have  been  carrit.-d  ott  and  thrown  down  tio 
one  kn(.)ws  wlvre.  I  hese  vawmiii^r  \,ui!'-,  ,ire  emptw 
and  now  upon  these  wrecked  iiioiiuiiii-;its  there  is 
nothing;  but  the  names  of  thos^  who  (jnce  sleijt 
here.  Vet  heie  in  this  vault,  whilt^  the\-  lia\f 
carried  ott  thi'  (N)Hins  wliu-h  lav  upon  the  up[)er 
slabs,  they  ha\e   leti    ihis  one  '.vhich  was  ai  the  \ciy 
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l>"ii"ii'  It  li  I-  h'.fi  iiiuk.Mi  ojjcii  with  .1  (>ii-ka\«'. 
•  itul  wiili  tli<-  l)i)nis  rubbish  ht-:  b.'.Mi  iiiixcd. 
lr.igiiiriit>  of  hdiilt's.  jampots.  <  )iii  isoiild  l)c:^l,i.l 
tt)  sax  ihil  th>'sc  (iiiM'ai^es  .ii>*  tin-  a'wV  ot  iw.ini 
'bii-i  (rt  ilii)s,f  in.iilini-ii.  thiisi-  irlmiils,  alio  .in-  In  li.- 
touiiil  .\ii\\vhfre.  i>u!  ,ill  ihe  uravrs  liavi-  Ih-,-ii 
Dpt'iicd,  all  ab(nit  tb'-  chuii-h,  \\\  .verv  quarirr  ot  tlir 
I'huii  byard.  lb'  wirk  miHt  bavf  bri  r;  <\^s\\v  bv 
ordf-rtMl    i^aiii^s    ot      inrii,      nurd      v.ilb      lexer-,     and 

liullews  One  leiU  I  b,ll  It  bis  been  earrie  |  ,)ui  witli 
nieibod  AwA  inider  \\\^    i  .unni.nid  dt   >u|)eiiin-,. 

I  be    lT'M'    111     tree    uluell    torillerlv    sb  ided    i.ne    |),ir!    (if 

ibis  <  efiieicrv.  sa\' n  acros>  ai  tbe  ,iini>  ,ind  ixiii"  at 
tail  lenolb  nil  tbe  i^ri/imd.  eo'dinn^  ibis  iiiipressioii, 
uiak.v  tbe  iluiig  .  ert.iiii.  i  bis  cmii  niiix  b.ixc  been 
tile  xvork^ihe   crime   ratber — of   tbi-    comiii.tiub-r  of 

ibe    loeal    det.n'bllient. 

lint  obviouslx'  tbe  xx'boic  (je-rman  ann\-  is  not  to 
be  blackened  by  o.ie  villalnv.  Yet  tbis  piofanalioii 
'A  till-  ceniiterv  at  ('b.impien  is  no  isolated  ex-ent. 
Utbers  ot  tlie  kind  baxe  bf*cn  reported.  Now  are 
\\e  to  explain  It?  Thexxork,  no  doubt,  of  brain-sit  k 
men,  of  ( nnimal  lunatics.  llu:  xvork  too  of  .-,(j|diers 
wbo  bavc  ceased  to  be  men.  wbo  ha\-e  carried  their 
obedience  to  tbe  pom!  of  abandoning;  exer\  ordinarx' 
sentiment.  I  he  oicbr  to  destroy  evervt  Inn;^  was 
i.(iven.  Certain  commanders  baxe  (.:aiTied  it  out 
literally.  Kvervtbing  is — everxi  biiiif.  To  declare 
war  upon  the  dead,  is  it  not  one  other  way  of  hurtiiii^ 
tfiose  xxfio  still  li\-e  ?  .  .  .  Things,  deetls  cai;, 
1 1  seems,  be  lo^L^nal.  To  burn,  to  blow  up,  to  mine 
the  tfelds,  to  kill  tbe  trees,  lo  liye  day  after  day  in 
the  iiiidsl   ol   siuoke  and  d<  tonations,  surrounded  by 
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'"       '■"--      llll'-(l     Willi      'lie      crifs      ,)f 
'"■      '"    'I'.U      luilli.,1      Ilk..      ,   ,,:     ;,.     ,j1,„|_,.      ||„. 

n-a-is,  tlir  s|,ri..k.  ,,|  UMiiirn  finin  wli.  ,■  ani.-^"!  |„  ir 
''"'''■■""  ■"■'■  '"'"i;  '"HI  .u.li  u,n  n,,,K...  M.cr)  nrul 
.\i-un!,-ni>.^  ()l.MT,,nn>-:^  I,  ,.  throrJrr  It  w/m/ 
In-  rarnrd  ,,ui  Thr  .atrtv  of  tl,.-  !•;„,, ),r..  ,s  at 
r'-  '^''-  '"■^'  '"■'■'■  '-  '•""ii-h  t,,  ,,\,.,l|,rnu-  wrak 
intellects.  lo  l.vrl  nir,,  mto  the  worst  of  excesses 
the  blackest  (if  iiifaiiiies. 

Standin--  beside  the.,,  ruined  i.m,,1,s  w,.  |,„,k,.,l 
at  one  another.  There  uvie  present  the  .\nd.ass,„|,„ 
ot  a  neutral  Power,  iu(>  Italian  journalists,  a  Siall 
•■•M"'ii''.  ■•'  lieutenant  (ih,.  author  ..I  Mrihtnlious 
d,ius  la  tro lichee),  and  the  writ-r  ,,|  thes,.  Imrs. 
W  ere  we  il;,-  \  letims  of  all  liallucmal  inn  >  .  .  .    .Mas  ' 

This  evenin-  a   French  soldier  said  in  us  • 
"  ''    '^  dis<^r,,.,,,,o.    .    .    ,      ()„,.  ,..,,inni   mid,  rsian,! 
''""--    '''^'-   '''■"■    •    ■    .       D'ld    men    are    i,„,.nde,|    ,„ 
"''■'■P-    •    ■    •      <>'>'•  <l"es  iini    auak..|i    iIkiii.      I'.e.-^idrs, 
I  hi'\'  e  ainot  answer  \-,  m." 

And  another : 

"  To  injure  the  d.  ad— it  is  to  brini,^  bid  luck  on 
vour  heads,  'idiev  are  donr-  for,  ;  hese  p.-oijl,-.  And 
'j"'i''  >■""  tl"'"l<  ih.ii  su.h  diri_,  w(jrk  uiv,-s  our 
fellows  some  c( >ura"e  V  " 

WV    stayed    a    loni;    tj,,,       |,,     ,i,,.     .-•nietery    of 
(diaini)ien.      It    was    rainin-    bin  kels,    and    the  water 
splasr.ed    in    the    bottoms    nf     thns,-    ,i;apin<r    vaults, 
ni.iek    clouds,    frinued    with     velh.w,    raced    _uidd;!v 
.u'l-oss    the   skv.      Surroundf-d    bv    ruin,^,  filled"  trees 
close   beside  this  cliurcdi  with   its  charn.'d  walls,  lace 
to  face  with  these  violated  graves,  we  seemed   lo  be 
in  the  very  ii-art  of   Hell.      It   cannot   be  possible  to 
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Ir  '  llii'iiii;li  iintiiiiiils  iiiiiii  |)Mi^ii,iiil  ...  Ill 
li.tlll''  \iiii  :\\v  ,it  wmk  llii  In, HI  bp.ii>  -Itnii^iv,  ihc 
luivL's  .111    ii  II--I'    ;i   'XII I   III    II.  l-;!i-^>nt?Sb  carritj^   vhj 

alninj.  Mill      all    Is     I  )i-.il  li \ii(l 

sikMmiU  llnii  ,i|i|ii.'.is  .111  III'!  WoiiMM  III  till  iiihIsI 
III  ihis  (l<Mii,  Sl■.ln■|llll^  till-  I  iililiish-licip-  uiili  fin 
slid,  \\  nil  hi  r  s  1 1,11 1 )  HUM',  hci  i  ic  milling  i  Inn  .ni'l 
her  .slimiiijL;,  li.,l'nijil  i\is  shr  --criii.i  tiic  rtstless 
spiril  of  this  i.i\  .i^cd  land. 


O  h.  I  \\  I',  h  \  I 'i.iii.iuinr  ,ind  Sitisv,,  niv  iIh'  (iinnans 
^-^  h,i\r  luiil  iosi  the  •^rtalrsi  haliiidl  ilic  wm , 
For  crntuncs  lo  i  nine  men  will  sptrik  of  tht- 
\aMil,ihsin  (il  (irniiaii\  a>  thf\  spc.ik  tii-(la\  nl  ilif 
lluns  111  .\ltila.  W  h\  li;ivt;  thr  Icuicis  ol  this 
\ahanl  .inin  ,  uiiMsc  soltluTS  in  mi  ni.un  huiulrrds 
ot  thousands  h.ivc  laid  down  thfir  h\cs  tm  ih.it 
wlinli  lli(\  iiihcviii  to  be  the  salv.ition  ot  llif  ir 
couiilrv — uli\  li,i\'  those  le.adcrs  dishoiKiurrrj  their 
men  hv  li>ri  vw^  them  to  do  these  odious  thhi^.s? 
When  th(  victims  of  all  this  usile^s  erueltv 
are  .5;  'iie  these  ruins  will  still  bear  witness 
a^ainsi  Gernianv.  I  pon  its  hill  tor  evermore  lh<' 
rorps''  ot  CoUc_  ("bateau  shall  he.  In  lin-^  [)lain 
time  will  al\\'a\''^  be  the  (orps.s  fi|  hniidreiis  dl  lov*  ns 
iiid  xillayes  ()ne  dav  iher(  will  eniae  to  thi.s 
place  the  Prnfes.siir  nl  liistnrv  vilio  sa\s  "I  bat 
people  always  ex.i_t;^prate  "  and  tht  aimalK  neutral 
tor  whom  all  the  belligerents  "  are  equ.tiiv  his 
friends."  Perhaps  then  (a  little  late  in  the  dav) 
they  will    understand   th.al  it  was   a^.iinst    liuiii.inity 
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itxfli  ill, II  (irrmaiiv  (If'cl,irr-<i   u.ir,  ilni   ih,-   lJ^.r^•at  of 
I'raiKc    iiid    En:^l.iii(l    x^ould    li.ivr   Ix-i-m   taiitamnnin 

to    llli-     l-IlslaVlll^    lit      ill,-     ullojr-     VNullil      iImi     (iiTIliaiU 
h.nl     ilCt-ll    piMXHli   il     h\      lUlllt.UlNlu. 

\\\\A\  :\  pitilul  |.  > .  hi.l.iov  is  lliii  ut  i|i,-,r  j^iv.it 
le;iilcrr>  ot  <nriiiaiiv'  <  >(icr  again,  t.y  sl,i\  ing  a 
^l"-'''"  liii'l  i<\  III  111  \ri3iiii,'  ill.*  -.ouls  (it  iiirii,  iliev 
llitJiiL^lit    l<i    ^liiii     lli.-ir    :i(l\cr-,,ir!f-^    .iiid    ,  ,i-,i     ilu-iii 

pn^tnlr      ,11       ill,!!-     trrl  \:i,|,      l.,-|l()l,|   '      Mwy       |,,,^t. 

ni.ulf  ilii^  \\,ir  ,1  iliiii^  i:i.-\|)i,iM,-  'I'li,\  liiv  -..un 
half  and  tiu-y  miivi  ,,-,i|,  ih,.,,  |,  i,^,  ^,  I'l.^ 
terrnri.,in  wlidi  \\,is  i,,  ^n,  ih,.,,,  ,,  ,|iii,  |,  \i,t,,rv 
turn--  iMiw  .li^am^i  its  (»n<;ni,iii  irs  ;  it  is  lrr,-,,u-M-  i>l' 
''  ''ill  ll"-\  ■'\  ill  t.r  iit-.iicn  di,\\n  iic.ni-,,  ,,t  n  tli,-\ 
li'iv,'  1)1^        \-  \  ni,'d  '()  I  hr  N,-,,rn  (it'  .1  \\,,rlil 

l'""i'  <  li.iliMU  .il  CniicN  [),M,r  diM(|  ImiiiI,  t-,  |H„,r 
niiilil.iifd  i,i\ii-,,  j„„,r  sl,iii-hi,T,  ,1  ir,,-s,  |„„,r  ,,1,1 
\\"ii>''ii  \vli"  wii'i"  upon  tli,»  luiii-^  (i|  \,,iii-  hiiiiic-.' 
—you  arr  til,-  |)i,(|-cs  ,,i  ,1  liri^iiNi  tut  an-.  The 
niitr,i-,-s    and    ili,'    siiHrrmoN  \\liir|i    !i,,\r    l,r,Mi   iKmIi 

"I"     '"      Vdll      h,l\,-    tilh-d       ill,-      he, Mis    ,,|      ih,.     s,,ldi,|^     ,,t 

'■'■III'''-    •iiid     i'ai-i.iiiil     uiili     ill,-     iii|1,-mI,1,-      uiII      I., 
(.■oiiijiirr       |i  is  lr,.ni  i|ii^  I,im,1,  -,,,  s,i\,,^.,  j^  d,-\as|.i|.  d 
'  'ill    I  'i''  Cf^rtiliidf  (.)|   1 1  iiiiM|,|i   h,!-,  ,ii  i>rii 


